MOHAMMED   AND   CHARLEMAGNE

wholesale trade; what is more, it was foreign trade. It was through
them that the Occidental world still kept in touch with the Orient,
The intermediary was no longer the sea but Spain; and through
Spain the Jews were in touch with die powers of Musulman
Africa and Baghdad. Ibn-Kordadbeh, in the Book of Routes (857-
874.), mentions the Radamite Jews, who "speak Persian, Roman,
Arab, and the Prankish, Spanish, and Slav languages. They voyage
from the Occident to the Orient, and from the Orient to the
Occident, now by land and now by sea. They bring from the
Occident eunuchs, women slaves, boys, silk, furs, and swords,
They embark in the country of the Franks, on the Western sea,
and sail to Farama (Pelustum)1. . . . They proceed to Sind, India
and China. On returning they are laden with musk, aloes, camphor,
cinnamon, and other products of the Eastern lands. Some set sail
for Constantinople, in order to sell their merchandise there; others
repair to the country of the Franks."2 It is possible that some may
have come by way of the Danube, but undoubtedly the majority
travelled through Spain. Theodulf 's verses relating to the wealth
of the Orient doubtless referred to the goods imported by the
Jews.8 Spain is further mentioned in the text of a Formula of Louis
the Pious, with reference to the Jew Abraham of Saragossa, and
what we know of the merchants of Verdun4 shows us that they
too were in communication with Spain. Also we know that Jews
imported textiles from Byzantium and the East into the kingdom
of Leon.5 The Jews, therefore, were the purveyors of spices and
costly fabrics. But we see from Agobard's texts that they also
dealt in wine.6 And on the banks of the Danube they traded in
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